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14 June 2018 

The Rt Hon. Wyatt Creech 
Chair of the Board 
Heritage New Zealand Board 
P.O. Box 2629 
Wellington 6140 
information@heritage.org.nz 

Re: Heritage Order to protect Wellington Teachers' Training College (Former) 

Dear Rt Hon. Wyatt Creech 

We are writing to you to express our concern regarding the lack of protection on 
what we consider to be a significant heritage site in Wellington, namely the 
Wellington Teachers' Training College (Former).   

1. We understand that the site's heritage significance is not disputed by heritage 
experts, and the site has been known to be important for a number of years 
now. 

2. Ryman Healthcare have secured the right to demolish half of the site any time 
during the next five years because of a Certificate of Compliance recently 
issued to them by the WCC.  This right to demolish cannot be removed 
through any change to the current District Plan (e.g. a listing of the site on the 
District Plan), or through the listing of the site by Heritage NZ.  This certificate 
was possible because of the lack of recognition of the site through the 
Heritage NZ listing process, and the lack of protection through a District Plan 
listing.   

3. Ryman have been clear about their intentions to demolish half the site.  Such 
a demolition will adversely impact on the appearance of building masses, 
remove the idiosyncratic sky bridges, the spatial form of the integrated 
landscaping of Lopdell Gardens, and the innovative structural design 
expressed in the Gymnasium Building.  Additionally, the proposed creation of 
secure compounds (gated-community), which will fence and divide the site, 
will radically interfer with the heritage values of the site. 

4. Consequently, the current threat to this heritage site is very real. 

5. The only mechanism for heritage protection now is a Heritage Order. 

6. We ask you and the Board of Heritage NZ to: 
(a) lodge a Notice of Requirement for a Heritage Order over the site (as per 

s 189 of the Resource Management Act).   
(b) lobby the WCC to list the site on the heritage schedule of the District 

Plan. 

7. These actions are important to ensure the long term protection of the site.  Our 
suggested action of Heritage NZ lodging a Notice of Requirement for a Heritage 




